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November 15, 2013 

The certificate of completion of the Metropolitan Cantor Institute is used to indicate that the cantor is 
capable of leading the singing at any parish of the Archeparchy, throughout the year.  To this end, the 
following requirements must be met to receive this certificate. 

Knowledge 

Through an interview or written exam, the cantor must demonstrate that he or she understands: 

1. the role of the cantor in the Byzantine Catholic Church 

2. the basic structure of the liturgical services of the Church, and when they are celebrated 

3. the structure of the liturgical year 

The cantor must be able to: 

1. determine the chants to be used for the Divine Liturgy on a particular Sunday or feast day, using 
the Annual Typikon. 

2. determine the chants that may be used for the Divine Liturgy on a particular ordinary weekday 

3. determine and demonstrate the chants to be sung at great Vespers for any particular Sunday or 
feast, using the MCI Vesper propers for the day. 

Repertoire 

1. The cantor must be able to sing, upon request, any of the music in The Divine Liturgies of Our 
Holy Fathers John Chrysostom and Basil the Great: 
 - music for the Divine Liturgy on Sundays and weekdays for the year 
  - the (short) Panachida 
 - the (short) General Moleben 
 - the scriptural and liturgical hymns in the appendix 
 
    Exception: knowledge of the “solemn form” of the irmos melodies for feasts will not be tested. 
 
2. The cantor must also be able to sing: 
 - the service of Vespers for Sundays and feast days 
  - the service of Vespers on Sunday evenings in the Great Fast 
  - the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 
 - the principal services of Great and Holy Week, and Pascha 
     a. Vespers with Divine Liturgy on Holy Thursday 
     b. Matins on Great and Holy Friday 
     c. Vespers on Great and Holy Friday 
     d. Vespers with Divine Liturgy on Great and Holy Saturday 



      e. Paschal Matins 
  - the principal services of the Nativity and Theophany 
      a. Vespers with Divine Liturgy on the eves of both feasts 
      b. Compline with Litija (abbreviated) on Christmas Eve 
 - the baptismal and wedding services 
  - the anointing of the sick 
 - the parastas and funeral services 
  - the Akathist and Paraklis services to the Theotokos 

2. The cantor must be able to properly chant an epistle and an Old Testament reading, since he or 
she may be asked to serve as a reader, or train church readers. 

3. The cantor must be able to sing a core repertoire of common paraliturgical hymns of our Church 
(list to be provided). 

Leadership 

The cantor must demonstrate, in an actual church service, that he or she: 

1. can clearly and properly begin each chant, with an appropriate pitch and tempo 

2. can lead the singing of a congregation 

3. can adjust the singing in response to the needs of the congregation and the circumstances 

4. can match the pitch of a priest or deacon, and can maintain a consistent pitch 

5. understands and practices proper cantorial etiquette. 

 
What is NOT included in cantor certification: 

a. singing in languages other than English – though cantors in parishes that make use of other languages 
should strive to learn to sing them properly;  the Cantor Institute will provide assistance where possible. 

b. the service of Matins (except for Matins on Great and Holy Friday, and Paschal Matins) 

c. the Hours and Small Compline (since these are straight-forward adaptations of music used in other    
    services) 

d. choral singing or choir directing  

 



Meeting	the	Certification Requirements 

Knowledge 

The material on the role of the cantor, the course of the liturgical services, and the liturgical year, 
is taught in lecture form during Cantor School sessions, and is also contained in articles on the 
MCI website. 

The cantor must be able to determine the chants to be used for the Divine Liturgy on a particular 
Sunday or feast day, using the Annual Typikon. 

For a particular day of the current church year, you will be asked to identify which hymns are to be sung, 
and show where they can be found in the Divine Liturgies book: 

antiphons and entrance hymn 

troparia and kontakia 

Trisagion (Holy God) or one of its replacements 

prokeimena and alleluia 

(magnification and irmos if used) 

communion hymn 

This information can be found in the gray boxes in the Annual Typikon for each Sunday and feast day.  
You should be proficient in the use of this information. 

The cantor must be able to determine the chants that may be used for the Divine Liturgy on a 
particular ordinary weekday 

On ordinary weekdays, there are usually several possible choices – for example, the hymns of the day of 
the week, or the class of the saint of the day.   For a particular weekday or day or the year, you will be 
asked to identify the hymns from the above list that you might use on a particular day, and where to find 
them. 

The cantor must be able to determine and demonstrate the chants to be sung at great Vespers for any 
particular Sunday or feast, using the MCI Vesper propers for the day. 

You should be familiar with fixed and changing parts of the service of Vespers for the eves of 
Sundays and feasts, and demonstrate how to move between the Vespers book, Cantor Verses 
book, and the MCI propers leaflet for the day. 

The testing for this area consists of a written examination and an interview with an MCI 
instructor.  These may be repeated if necessary. 



Repertoire 

You must be able to sing any of the music for the Divine Liturgy (including the Basil melodies), the 
Sunday eight tones, the hymns for Sundays and feast days throughout the year, the (small) Panachida, the 
(small) General Moleben, and the scriptural and liturgical hymns in the appendix.  They should be sung 
according to the music in the book, smoothly and with good intonation. 

All this music is taught during the Beginning Cantor’s Course, and should be learned thoroughly. 

You will also be asked to sing selections from the other material listed under Repertoire.  This is music 
that you may reasonably be expected to lead as a parish cantor in our Church, and you must be thoroughly 
familiar with it. 

All these services will be taught during the 3-year Cantor School course;  guides to each service will also 
be made available on the MCI website. 

Testing will be done in a private interview with two MCI instructors, and may be repeated until passed. 

Leadership 

The cantor must demonstrate, in an actual church service, that he or she: 

1. can clearly and properly begin each chant, with an appropriate pitch and tempo 

2. can lead the singing of a congregation 

3. can adjust the singing in response to the needs of the congregation and the circumstances 

4. can match the pitch of a priest or deacon, and can maintain a consistent pitch 

5. understands and practices proper cantorial etiquette. 

The final examination for the cantor’s certificate will take place during a liturgical celebration of 
the Divine Liturgy, followed by a final interview an MCI instructor and one other experienced 
cantor. 

If desired, in-parish coaching can serve as a “dry run” to identify and needed areas of 
improvement before the final examination is taken. 

 


