
The Tone 4 Kontakion melody 
Troparia and kontakia are the same general sort of hymns.  For this reason, in some tones, troparia and 
kontakia are sung to the same melody.  In other tones, however, the kontakion has a melody of its own. 
 
Here is the Kontakion of the Resurrection in Tone 4:   
 

           

The form of the melody 
The tone 4 kontakion melody has two phrases (A and B) sung in alternation.  Since the melody always 
ends on the B phrase, there should normally be an even number of phrases in any Tone 4 kontakion. 
 
Here is the basic form of the A phrase of the tone 4 kontakion melody: 
 

           
 
The intonation (so fa) leads to the accented mi that begins the reciting tone.  The first note of the 
intonation may be repeated, or the notes may be slurred together, in order to place the accent in the right 
place: 
 

                             
 
The single preparatory note (fa) leads into the cadence of three half notes (so fa mi), beginning with an 
accent.   As usual, the first two half notes may be slurred, or the middle one split into quarter notes, 
depending on the number of syllables in the cadence:  
 



                                  
 
The basic form of the B phrase is: 
 

      
 
The phrase begins on the reciting tone of so.  There are fourth preparatory notes before the cadence (mi 
fa so la).   The second note (fa) of these four is accented, and may be slurred with the next note if 
necessary: 
 

                    
 
As in the Tone 4 troparion melody, the cadence of the B phrase has the same notes as the A phrase 
cadence (so fa mi), but a different rhythm (dotted-half quarter half).  So here are some examples of the 
ending of the B phrase: 
 

                 

Another example 

       
 



Glory, Now and ever 
If the final kontakion is in Tone 4, here is how you would sing the “Glory… now and ever” that 
introduces it:  
 

      
 
If there are two kontakia and the next-to-last is in Tone 4, it is introduced with: 
 

      
 
And if there are two kontakia and the very last one is in Tone 4, it is introduced with: 
 

      
 
 

MCI handout C12 – October 2010 


	The Tone 4 Kontakion melody
	The form of the melody
	Another example
	Glory, Now and ever


