
The Tone 5 Troparion melody 
Here is the Troparion of the Resurrection in Tone 5:   
 

           
 
This melody has a regular “pulsed” rhythm in half notes, like a walking pace, which is occasionally 
interrupted by one beat – more or less as one might jog-step when keeping in step with someone else. 

The form of the melody 
The tone 5 troparion melody consists of a single phrase (A), repeated as many times necessary, and a 
concluding phrase (F) which is a variation of the A melody. 
 
Here is the basic form of the repeating phrase of the tone 5 troparion melody: 
 

           
 
It is possible for the intonation to be “counted” – that is, sung one note per syllable – but it is more  
common for the second half note (mi) to be accented.  As a result, the phrase can begin in any of the 
following ways: 
 

    

 



 
In the last example, since the text begins with an accented syllable, the music accent is not on the first 
second half note, but on the first. 
 
The remaining notes of the intonation lead into the reciting tone (on mi), which is sung in the same 
pulsed rhythm as the rest of the phrase. 
 
The last note on the reciting tone is sung more quickly, and begins the preparatory notes for the cadence.   
You must sing these notes clearly, or else the entire phrase will become muddied and uncertain.  It is 
normal to slow down and sing more quietly when unsure of one’s self; fight this temptation at this point 
in the tone 5 melody!   
 
The cadence begins on an accent, and can be sung in any of the following ways: 
 

       
 
The final or F phrase begins just like the A phrase, but has different cadence, descending from mi down 
to la:  

      
 
Go back and compare this to the final phrase in the sample troparion.   There you will see that the final 
half note before the cadence will sometimes be subdivided into quarter notes, in order to place the 
accents accurately. 



Another example 

         
 

Kontakia in Tone 5 
There is no separate kontakion melody in tone 5, so the Tone 5 troparion melody is used for these hymns 
as well.  Here is the Kontakion of the Resurrection in tone 5: 
 

      
 



 
If the final kontakion is in Tone 5, here is how you would sing the “Glory… now and ever” that 
introduces it:  
 

      
 
If there are two kontakia and the next-to-last is in Tone 5, it is introduced with: 
 

      
 

And if there are two kontakia and the very last one is in Tone 5, it is introduced with: 
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