
The Tone 6 Kontakion melody 
 
Here is the Kontakion of the Resurrection in Tone 6:   
 

           

The form of the melody 
The tone 6 kontakion melody has a single phrase (A), repeated as many times as necessary, and a final 
phrase (F) which is just a variation of the A phrase melody with a concluding cadence.   The tone 6 
kontakion melody is notable for opening with a broken tonic triad (do mi so). 
  
Here is the basic form of the A phrase of the tone 6 kontakion melody: 
 

           
 
The intonation (do mi) leads to the accented so that begins the reciting tone.  The first note of the 
intonation may be repeated, or the notes may be slurred together, in order to place the accent in the right 
place: 
 

       
 
The single preparatory note (fa) leads into the cadence of three half notes (so fa mi), beginning with an 
accent.   As usual, the first two half notes may be slurred, or the middle one split into quarter notes, 
depending on the number of syllables in the cadence:  
 

                             



 
This simple phrase is surprisingly “repeatable” – perhaps because each cadence leads so cleanly into the 
opening intonation of the next phrase. 

                       
The final or F phrase is identical to the A phrase, except for the concluding cadence: 
 

e number of 
llables:  

                 

Here is the kontakion of the Ascension: 
 

      
 
The common theotokion in Tone 6, “Steadfast Protectress of Christians”, can be found on page 426 of 
the Divine Liturgies book, and should be practiced. 

  

           

     
 

 

This cadence always begins on an accent, and is slurred as necessary to account for th
sy

    

Another example 
 

 



Glory, Now and ever 
If the final kontakion is in Tone 6, here is how you would sing the “Glory… now and ever” that 

troduces it:  

     
 
If there are two kontakia and the next-to-last is in Tone 6, it is introduced with: 
 

     
 
And if there are two kontakia and the very last one is in Tone 6, it is introduced with: 
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