
 

 
If a priest leads the Royal Hours, they conclude as follows: 
 
Priest:

Response:

Priest:

Response:

The priest and deacon return to the altar through the southern door.

If there is no priest, the Royal Hours conclude as follows: 

Leader:

Response:



asoslov

asoslov



Foreword

after



If a priest leads the service: 
 
Priest:

Response:

Otherwise: 
 
Leader:

All:

 
(40 times) 

Priest or Leader: 

(three times) 
 

 
In front of the tomb is an analogion placed so that the priest can read the 
holy gospel facing the faithful. The priest vests in dark epitrachilion and 
phelonion, and the deacon vests in the sticharion and orarion. The 
deacon opens the holy doors. The priest takes the holy gospel from the 
holy table and carries it in procession to the analogion, where he places 
it for the reading of the four Gospels. The deacon precedes him carrying 
a candle. Then, they remain before the tomb and the service is begun: 
 

The following prayers are said at the beginning of each Hour, or of each 
group of Hours celebrated together.

If a priest leads the service: 
 
Priest:

Response:

If other than a priest: 
 
Leader:

Response:

(Three times)



(Three times) 

If a priest leads the service: 
 
Priest:

Response:

Otherwise: 
 
Leader:

All:

Now turn to the appropriate Hour: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 .

  

 

 

 (bow) 
 (bow)

our  (bow) 
 
As the psalms are read, the celebrant performs a full incensation of the 
church in this order: the holy gospel on the analogion from four sides, 
then the holy table and the apsidal image, then, going through the holy 
doors, the front of the tomb, the icon screen, the interior of the church, 
(the concelebrating clergy), the faithful (from before the tomb), the major 
icons of our Lord and the Theotokos, and the front of the holy table. The 
deacon precedes the celebrant carrying a candle. The celebrant and 
deacon return to the sanctuary after the incensation. 
 



If a priest leads the service: 
 

. 
 
Priest:

Response:

Otherwise: 
 
Leader:

Response:

 
Priest or Leader: 

Response:

Continue with the Typika, if desired. 

If the Typika are not celebrated, the service concludes with the dismissal 
on page 52. 



The celebrant and deacon, leaving the sanctuary, come to the front 
of the tomb. 

 
(40 times) 

Priest or Leader: 

Response:

(Three times) 
 

  



going through the holy doors.  The deacon closes the holy doors, and the 
priest(s) may remove the phelonion.  
 
Then the faithful chant the following verses Daniel 3:34-35  

(Three times)

(Three times)

 
If a priest leads the service: 
 
Priest:

Response:

Otherwise: 
 
Leader:

All:



   Verse. 

(reads Jeremiah 11:18-23; 12:1-5, 9-11, 14-15) 

(reads Hebrews 10:19-31)

The priest who will read the Gospel and the deacon come to the 
analogion through the holy doors for the reading of the Gospel. 

 (reads John 18:28 – 19:37) 

After the Gospel has been read, the priest takes the holy gospel from the 
analogion and, proceeding with the deacon, returns it to the holy table, 



(3 times, with a bow each time)

(3 times) 
 

During the stichera, the deacon incenses the holy gospel from the four 
sides, the icon screen and the people, then returns to the sanctuary. 

During the stichera, the priest incenses the holy table, the apsidal image, 
the iconostasis and the faithful. The deacon precedes holding a candle.  

(bow)
(bow)

(bow)



And then, three times with a bow each time: 

(3 times) 
 

   
Verse. 

(reads Zechariah 11:10-13)

(reads Galatians 6:14-18)

The celebrant and deacon come to the analogion through the holy doors 
for the reading of the gospel. 



 (reads Matthew 27:1-56) 

The celebrant and deacon return to the sanctuary. Then the faithful 
chant the following verses (Ps. 118:133-135, 70:8): 

  

(Three times)

(Three times)



 

If a priest leads the service: 
 
Priest:

Response:

Otherwise: 
 
Leader:

All:

The celebrant and deacon, leaving the sanctuary, come to the front 
of the tomb. 

 
(40 times) 

Priest or Leader: 

Response:



 
 

If a priest leads the service: 
 

  
 
Priest:

Response:

Otherwise: 
 
Leader:

Response: .

Priest or Leader: 

Response:

If the Third Hour does not follow immediately, the service concludes with 
the dismissal on page 52. 



 (bow) 
 (bow)

 (bow)

As the psalms are chanted, the celebrant performs a full incensation of 
the church in this order: the holy gospel book from all four sides; the 
holy table and the apsidal image; then, going through the holy doors, the 
icon screen, the interior of the church, any concelebrating clergy, the 
faithful, the major icons of our Lord and the Theotokos, and the front of 
the holy table. The deacon precedes the celebrant carrying a candle. The 
celebrant and deacon return to the sanctuary after the incensation. 

 (bow) 
 (bow)

 (bow)



If a priest leads the service: 
 

  
 
Priest:

Response:

Otherwise: 
 
Leader:

Response:

Priest or Leader: 

Response:

If the Ninth Hour does not follow immediately, the service concludes with 
the dismissal on page 52. 



If a priest leads the service: 
 
Priest:

Response:

Otherwise: 
 
Leader:

All:

The celebrant and deacon, leaving the sanctuary, come to the front 
of the tomb. 

 
(40 times) 

Priest or Leader: 

Response:

(Three times) 
 



 (reads Luke 23:32-49) 

The celebrant and deacon return to the sanctuary. Then the faithful 
chant the following verses (Ps. 78:8-9) 

 

(Three times)

(Three times)



   Verse. 

(reads Isaiah 52:13 – 54:1 

(reads Hebrews 2:11-18)

The priest who will read the Gospel and the deacon come to the 
analogion through the holy doors for the reading of the Gospel.



During the stichera, the deacon incenses the holy gospel from the four 
sides, the icon screen and the people.  



And then, three times with a bow each time: 

(3 times) 
 

And then, three times with a bow each time: 

(3 times) 
 

During the stichera, the deacon incenses the holy gospel from the four 
sides, the icon screen and the people. 



   Verse.  

(reads Isaiah 50:4-11)

(reads Romans 5:6-11)

The priest who will read the Gospel and the deacon come to the 
analogion through the holy doors for the reading of the Gospel. 



 (reads Mark 15:16-41) 

The priest and deacon return to the sanctuary. Then the faithful 
chant the following verses (Ps. 67:20-21): 
 

(Three times)

(Three times)



If a priest leads the service: 
 
Priest:

Response:

Otherwise: 
 
Leader:

All:

The priest and deacon, leaving the sanctuary, come to the front of 
the tomb. 

 
(40 times) 

Priest or Leader: 

Response:

(Three times) 
 



 (bow) 
 (bow)

 (bow)If a priest leads the service: 
 

  
 
Priest:

Response:

Otherwise: 
 
Leader:

Response:

Priest or Leader: 

Response:
 
If the Sixth Hour does not follow immediately, the service concludes with 
the dismissal on page 52. 


