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The tradition set of “Lenten hymns” sung in the Byzantine (Ruthenian) Catholic Church is a
mixed set of hymns of repentance, hymns for particular days (such as Palm Sunday), and hymns 
of the Passion of Christ.  In the past, hymns of the Passion predominated, since they accompanied 
devotions such as the Way of Cross which were imported from the Latin tradition.

With the rediscovery of a more authentic Byzantine tradition for the forty-day Great Fast, it 
seems an appropriate time to consider which of these songs are more fitting for singing during the 
Fast itself – namely, those focusing on conversion, repentence, and trust in God – and which 
might more worthily be sung in connection with the services of Great and Holy Week.

At the same time, we are taking this opportunity to correct typographical errors, bad accents, and 
phrasings which are unnecessarily different from the original Slavonic hymns, many of which are 
sung in our church to this day.

This collection is part of the Hymnal Project of the Metropolitan Cantor Institute. For more 
information:

https://mci.archpitt.org/songs/Hymnal_project.html

How you can help:

1. Please send any corrections or suggestions to mci@archpitt.org.

2. We are particularly looking for assistance in preparing literal translations of some of the 
Slavonic hymns in this collection, as well as single translations of additional verses which 
have not yet made their way into English.  If you would like to help with this project,
please write to mci@archpitt.org.

3. Try singing the hymns in this collection, and let us know how they work, and what 
improvements might be made.

May God richly bless your Fast!
      Deacon Jeffrey Mierzejewski
      Metropolitan Cantor Institute
      Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy of Pittsburgh



Traditional Spiritual Songs 
for the Great Fast and Holy Week

Hymns for the Great Fast 
  Have mercy on me, O my God           1 
 At the most holy cross     Krestu Tvojemu      2-3
 Beneath your compassion   Pod tvoju milost’ 4-5 
 Beneath your cross I stand   Pod krest’ Tvoj staju 6-7 
 Come now, all you faithful     Prijd’ite voschvalim 8-9
 Do not forsake us    Ne opuskaj nas 10-11 
 Having suffered     Preterpivyj  12-13 
 
Hymns for Palm Sunday 
 O Son of David          15 
 Rejoice today     Radujsja zilo  16-17 

 
Hymns for Great and Holy Week 

Christ our King who reigns with justice Christe Carju spravedlivyj 18-19 
 Earth and heaven mourn    20-21 

In Gethsemane’s darkness   Jehda na smert’ hotovilsja 22-23 
 Now do I go to the Cross    24-25 
 O my God, you are so merciful  O Bože moj milostivyj 26-27 
 So boundless is her sorrow    28-29 
 The grieving mother    Stradal’na Mati 30-31 

The sentence is passed     32-33 
 We venerate, O Christ our God  ja, moj Christe 34-35 
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Pronunciation of Slavonic

The Church Slavonic texts in the following pages are presented in a variation of the Latin 
alphabet used with English, rather than in the original Cyrillic alphabet.   Certain additional 
symbols are added to indicate the correct pronunciation.  The system used here is one 
commonly employed in our prayer books.    
 
In Church Slavonic, each letter has a uniform sound in whatever word it is found.   
 
The following letters vary in pronunciation from their equivalent in the English language: 
 

VOWELS 
 

A  as in fAther (approx.) 

E  as in bEt 

I   as in bIt 

O  as in mOre 

U  as in mOOn 

Y  as in bUt

CONSONANTS 
 

C  as ts in wits 

ch in Church 

CH as ch in loch 

D’  as di in radiant 

J  as y in yet 

L’  as lli in brilliant 

ni in union 

R  is always trilled 

Š  as sh in show 

T’  as ti in celestial 

V’ as vi in Savior 

s in pleasure 

 
t the given consonant is followed by the sound as “y” as in 

y  
 
Accented vowels are marked in order to assist in pronunciation, but may not be strongly 
accented when sung.  
 

When in doubt, use the locally accepted pronunciation of Church Slavonic. 
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