Vesper Propers
Sunday of the Myrrhbearers
Third Paschal Sunday

All page numbers refer to the Paschal Vespers Book.

Psalm 140 - Tone 2
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O Lord, I have cried to you, hear me. Hear me, O Lord!
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as-cend to you like in - cense and the lift - ing up of my hands
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like an eve-ning sac - ri-fice.  Hear me, O Lord!

O Lord, set a guard before my mouth
and set a seal on the door of my lips.

Let not my heart be inclined to evil,
nor make excuse for the sins I commit.

Let me never share in sinners' feasting.
If a just man strikes or reproves me it is kindness

but let the oil of the wicked not anoint my head.
Let my prayer be ever against their malice.

The princes were thrown down by the side of the rock;
then they understood that my words were kind.



As a millstone is shattered to pieces on the ground,
so their bones were strewn at the mouth of the grave.

To you, Lord God, my eyes are turned;
in you I take refuge; spare my soul!

From the trap they have laid for me keep me safe;
keep me from the snares of those who do evil.

Let the wicked fall into the traps they have set
while I pursue my way unharmed.

Psalm 141  With all my voice I cry to the Lord,
with all my voice I entreat the Lord.

I pour out my trouble before him;
I tell him all my distress while my spirit faints within me.

But you, O Lord, know my path.
On the way where I shall walk they have hidden a snare to entrap me.

Look on my right and see:
there is no one who takes my part.

I have no means of escape,
not one who cares for my soul.

I cry to you, O Lord.
I have said: "You are my refuge, all I have in the land of the living."

Listen, then, to my cry
for I am in the depths of distress.

Rescue me from those who pursue me
for they are stronger than 1.

Cantor: (Tone 2) Bring my soul out of this prison

(on 10) and then I shall praise your name.
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Come, let us a-dore God the Word, who was born of the Father be-fore
2

Cantor: Now and ever...

Second Troparion of the Myrrh-bearers - Tone 2
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The an - gel standing by the tomb cried out to the myrrh - bear-ing wo - men:
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Myrrh is fit - ting for the dead, but Christ has shown himself not

sub-ject to cor-rup - tion. So now cry out: The Lord is ris - en,
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be - stow - ing great mer - cy up - on the world.

The service continues with the Blessing of Bread, page 29.
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from the depths of the earth, all the heav-en - ly pow - ers cried out: (on 9) because of your goodness to me.
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be - stow - ing great mer - cy up - on the world the Redeemer and Sav-ior of our souls. He is com-ing again in awesome glory
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and might-y pow - er to judge the world which he has fash - ioned.
Cantor: Let your ears be attentive
(on7) to the voice of my pleading.

as Mas - ter. He said to the wo-men: Come and see where the Lord was bur-ied;
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Cantor: If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, Lord, who would survive?
(on 6) But with you is found forgiveness: for this we revere you.
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de-stroyed the pow -er of death by your bu - ri - al, and you en - light-ened
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Doxastikon of Pascha
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By death he tram-pled death; and to those in the tombs he grant-ed life.

The service continues on page 19.
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How then shall I bury you, O my God? With what lin-ens shall I cov-er you?
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With what hands shall I touch your most pure bod - y? What hymns shall 1 sing
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Cantor: My soul is waiting for the Lord, I count on his word.
(on5) My soul is longing for the Lord more than watchman for daybreak.
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Cantor: Let the watchman count on daybreak
(on 4) and Israel on the Lord.
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hymn of sal-va - tion: O Christ, you were crucified on the tree and rose
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Cantor: Because with the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption,
(on 3) Israel indeed he will redeem from all its iniquity.
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Doxastikon of the Myrrhbearers - Tone 5

O Lord, who clothes himself with light as with a gar-ment, Jo-seph and Nicode-mus
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Cantor: Praise the Lord, all you nations, Psalm 116
(on2) acclaim him all you peoples!
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Cantor: Strong is the love of the Lord for us;
(onl) he is faithful forever.

The  myrrh-bearing women, O Christ, rose up early and has-tened to your  tomb,
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con-quered death. He grants the world eternal life and great mer - cy.
Cantor: (Tone 6) Glory...
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The aposticha continue with the Paschal Stichera. The faithful come forward to kiss the
cross as at Paschal Matins.
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To-day the sa-cred Pasch is re-vealed to us, ho - ly and new Pasch,
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the mys - ti - cal Pass - o - ver, the ven - er - a - ble Pass - o - ver,
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the Pasch which is Christ the Re-deem - er, spot-less Pasch, great Pasch,
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tak - en away a na-ked and a-noint-ed corpse, the on - ly consolation to
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his Moth - er? How could they bury the One who tram-pled Ha - des down?
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But in your own pow-er, O Lord, a-rise after three days as you said,
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and grant great mer - cy to our souls.
Cantor: (Tone 2) Now and ever...

Dogmatikon - Tone 2
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The shad - ow of the Law passed a - way when grace ar-rived, for, like
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the bush which burned but was not con-sumed, you gave birth as a virgin, and a
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vir - gin you re-mained. In - stead of a pil-lar of fire, the Sun
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of Jus-tice dawned; in-stead of Mo-ses, Christ— the sal-va-tion of our souls.

The service continues on page 12.



Litija Hymns

Tone 1 Bolhar

Why do you seek the Liv-ing One a-mong the dead? Have faith, for the

Lord is ris - en, said the an - - - gel

Cantor: (Tone 6) Glory...

Doxastikon Tone 6 samohlasen
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Jo-seph asked for the bod-y of Je-sus. He placed it in his own new tomb.
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It was fit - ting for the Lord to come forth from the tomb
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as from a bri-dal cham - ber. You de-stroyed the do-min-ion of Death.
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You o - pened the gates of Par-a - dise to the hu - man race.
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Glo - - - ry to you, O Lord!
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Cantor: Now and ever...

Theotokion
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Christ the Lord, our Creator and Re-deem-er, came forth from your womb, O

N 4 | | , | | | , | | | , , |
Y w il | | | T T | | | | | | | | T 1 |
@ L E ! ! | P | 1
D) N — N —
Vir - gin most pure. He clothed him-self in our hu-man flesh to set
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us free from the original curse of A - dam. There - fore, O Mary, we praise you
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with - out ceas - ing, as the true Vir-gin The - o - to -  kos,
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and we sing with the an - gels: Re - joice, O Lady: advo-cate, pro-tec - tor
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and sal - va - - - tion of souls.

The Litany of the Litija is found in the Appendix on page 26.



