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To day the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  has  gathered us to geth er

œ œ œ

and tak ing- - - -

Blessing of Palms
During the censing, the faithful sing this hymn:

Tone 6 samohlasen

While the following sticheron is sung, the priest censes the palms crosswise.

melody:  Iže Cheruvimy #1
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Ho san na in the high est.- - - - -
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Lord, have mer cy.-
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Deacon:

Response:

Priest:

Response:

Priest:

Let us pray to the Lord.

O Lord our God, enthroned upon the cherubim:  you have reaffirmed your 
power and sent your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to save the 
world through his Cross, Burial, and Resurrection.  When he drew near to 
Jerusalem for his voluntary Passion, the people that sat in darkness and the 
shadow  of  death  took,  as  tokens  of  his  victory,  boughs  of  trees  and 
branches  of  palms,  thus  foretelling  his  resurrection.   O  Master,  keep  and 
preserve  us  also  as,  following  their  example  on  this  eve  of  the  Feast  we 
carry  in  our  hands  palms  and  branches  ike  the  crowds  and  the  children 
crying "Hosanna!" to you.  With hymns and spiritual songs, may we attain 
the life-giving Resurrection on the third day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with  whom  you  are  blessed,  together  wtih  your  most  holy,  good,  and 
life-creating Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

These  branches  are  blessed  by  the  grace  of  the  All-Holy  Spirit,  through 
sprinkling with this  holy water:  in  the  name of  the  Father  and of  the  Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Then the priest sprinkles the branches with holy water, saying:
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Response:

The branches are then distributed, and the following hymn is sung:


