The Lamentations for the Theotokos

These hymns are sung in some churches at Matins on the feast of the Dormition of the
Theotokos (August 15), in imitation of the hymns for the burial of Christ sung at Matins
on Holy and Great Saturday. They may also be sung at Vespers on the eve of the feast,
between the Prayer of Simeon and the Trisagion that follows.

At Great Vespers, after the conclusion of the Song of Simeon, but before the Trisagion, the
priest, deacon and servers with lit tapers and censer gather around the Burial Shroud
(nrawanuys) of the Mother of God or icon depicting her repose and begin:

The First Station
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They are hap - py whose life is blame-less, who fol-low God's law.
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In a grave they laid you, O  Christ, our Life, and now they have
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They are hap-py who do his will, seek-ing him with all their hearts.
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We ex-tol you great-ly, The-o - to - kos most pure, and we glo-ri - fy your ho - ly
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Dor-mi - tion now, as we bow be-fore your ho-nored and pre - cious tomb.
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Who ne -ver do a - ny-thing e - vil, but walk in his ways.
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In your womb you held Him who can-not be con-tained; you are life to all the faith-ful,
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how can you die, and your bo - dy be con-tained with -in a tomb?
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You have laid down your pre - cepts to be o-beyed with care.
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O Pure Mai-den, you brought forth God the heav'n-ly King, and to-day in roy-al
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man-ner are car-ried forth to the King-dom of the Hea-vens as a Queen.



Psalm 118:5
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ALl May my foot-steps be firm to o-bey your sta - - - tutes.
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Ho-ly The-o - to-kos, you have passedfrom this world, and in de-part-ing have not
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for-sa-ken those left on earth but de - li- ver this world from ev-ery ill - ness,
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Ul Then I shall not be put to shame as 1 heed your com-mands.
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All the earth sings glo-rious-ly at your grave-side, O

Ny = .
p” A ") 1 1 I 1 1 1 } } I i
ANV 1 1 1 1 = j g 1 1 1 'II
'y [ [ [ [ [ [ [ =
Mas-ter, we al - so praise the en-tomb-ment of your Mo-ther, ev - er pure.
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Al I will thank you with an wup-right heart, as 1 learn your de-crees.
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O-ver-come with won-der are the an-gels struck with awe, be-hold-ing you, Pure Mai-den,
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out as dead, for from you has light beamed forth to all the  world.




Psalm 118:8
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ALl I will o - bey your sta-tutes; do not for - sake me.
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O Mai-den pure and spot-less, our hea-ven - ly Queen, once a-gain has God sent
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Gab-ri - el down to earth with the joy - ful news that you have left this life.
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Ul How shall the young re - main sin-less? By o - bey - ing your word.
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Now the Bride-groom calls you: Re - joice, Bride of God, in a man-ner both
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di - vine, and most beau - ti - ful in the bri-dal cham-ber, ho - ly and di-vine.
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Al I have sought you with all my heart; let me not stray from your com-mands.
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You, O Vir-gin, now ap proach the throne of = God where the awe-some light shines
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forth from the Tri - ni - ity and lights the place where you now re - pose.
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Al I trea-sure your pro-mise in my heart, lest I sin a - gainst you.
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Your most hon-ored bo-dy, O Mo - ther of God, was un-cor-rup-ted by de-cay
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as you lay en-tombed but it passed with you from the earth to hea - wven.
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Ul Bles - sed are you, O Lord; teach me your sta - - - - tutes.
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We your chil-dren of - fer lam-en - ta - tions and songs of love to you who
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are our Mo - ther: ac-cept the gift we of - fer from the depths of our souls.
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ALl With my tongue I have re - count-ed the dec - rees of your lips.
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Look u-pon your chil-dren who are ga-thered here this day: may your ho-nored eyes be
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Psalm 118:14
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ALl I  re-joiced to do your will as though all rich - es were mine.
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Mo-ther An-na, join us! Come stand in our midst! Come and lead us in the ce-le -
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bra-tion of this joy-ous feast of your ho - ly daugh-ter, the Mo-ther of our God.
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Ul I  will pon-der all your pre-cepts and con -sid - er your paths.
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Filled with glad-ness, hea-ven is re - ceiv - ing her Queen, for the Mo-ther of cre-a -
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tion comes in glo - ry, and ap-pears in glo-ry, reign-ing with her God.
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Now let us with glad-ness bring forth our hymns to the Fa-ther and the
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Sp-rit and the Word and God of all, and we glo-ri- fy your coun-te-nance di-vine.
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Now and e - ver and for - e - verr A - men.
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Ev-'ry ge-ne-ra-tion calls you bles - sed, and your pure Dor - mi - tion,
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The Second Station
Psalm 118:74
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Your faith-ful will see me and re-joice, for 1 trust in your word.
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For me the proud have dug pit-falls,

a-gainst your law.
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Door - - - way! Hea-ven en-ters Hea - ven, and we stand in awe
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Psalm 118:93
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I will nev-er forget your pre-cepts, for with them you give me life.
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Psalm 118:94
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Save me, for [ am yours, since I seek your pre-cepts.

All:
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and he then a-rose a-agin in glo- - - - ry most di-vine.
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Though the wick-ed lie in wait to des-troy me, yet I pon-der your will.
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ALl I have not turned from your de-crees; You your-self have taught me.
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now as-cends by her giv - ing birth to hea-vens's King.
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Though the wick-ed try to en-snare me, I do not stray from your pre-cepts.
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The Third Station

The psalm verses in the Third Station are chanted by the cantor to the usual psalm tone.

Cantor: Turn and show me your mercy; * show justice to your friends. (Psalm 118:132)
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Cantor: Let my steps be guided by your promise; * let no evil rule me. (Psalm 118:133)
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Cantor: Redeem me from those who oppress me, * and I will keep your precepts. (Psalm 118:134)
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Cantor: Let your face shine on your servant * and teach me your decrees. (Psalm 118:135)
0 | I I I i i | |k\} i\‘ |
GE=— | _i_é__‘_b_‘_i_r_r_r_c'__'.:l
An-gels and arch-an - - - gels, at-tend-ing in-vis - i - bly in ranks
—— —|
ANV 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 -
Py T ' ' T [
sing hymns to praise you.
Cantor: Tears stream from my eyes * because your law is disobeyed. (Psalm 118:136)
0 | I I I i i | i\‘ | o
ANIV I ) I _i_é_ i i I
Q) I y I | | | I
Wom-en high in hon - - - or a-long withthe a - pos - - - tles
o) N | |
1\ 1 I
ANV 1 1 1 1 2
[3) ' ' J I |
are la - men - ting and weep - - - ing.
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Cantor:

Lord, you are just indeed; * your decrees are right. (Psalm 118:137)

s | I I I i i | i\‘ | 1
o TV I — I
The time of your de - part - - - ing holds joy for all cre-a - - - tion,
o) A A |
ﬁ o > . A A I
ANI I I I I i_;lp_ﬁ_iJ_'_F -
g 1 |
but al - so leaves us weep-ing and mourn - - - ful
Cantor: The justice of your will is eternal; * if you teach me I shall live. (Psalm 118:144)
s . | I I I i i | i\‘ | o
<D I T I _i_é_ i i I
Q) I y I | | | I
Moth-er, do not leave us be-hind as if we were or - - - phans,
o) \ | A |
13} 1 A I
ANV 1 1 1 1 1 1] 1 1 2
I I | y  —
with out your love and mo-ther- ly care.
Cantor: [ call with all my heart: Lord, hear me, * I will keep your statutes. (Psalm 118:145)
s | I I I i | i\\ | ° ‘
A\IV I ) I _i_é_ i i I
Py} I 1 | | | I
Vir - gin who bore the Light, how shall we Dbear this,
) h : :
"
ANV 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 al
T T [
no more to  see your sweet eyes?
Cantor: I call upon you, save me * and I will do your will. (Psalm 118:146)
g : I — —— ! I = I ——
| 7 | e, T |
A -las! Your lips, which loved God, and ev - er spoke a - bout him
o) N ! !
# > ' . 1\ 1 I
ANV 1 I I 1 f_ﬁ_'j -
g | |
have now been bound by si - - - lence.
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Cantor: Irise before dawn and cry for help, * I hope in your word. (Psalm 118:147)

f ] I I f I I ] K ]
#ﬁ:‘ >  S— i I _ I S ——
A1V ] ] 1] ] ] ] ]
Q) I I y I | | | I
A -pos-tles of the Lord cried out: We shallnot a - ban - - - don
o) |

|
J

the Mo -ther of our Tea - - - cher!

Cantor: My eyes watch through the night * to ponder your promise. (Psalm 118:148)
o) | [—— . | |

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i\ 1
. 1 1 1]
T S —= =
The ho - ly staff is laid down in-side the tomb and hid - - - den

|
J

and from it Life has blos - - - somed.

Cantor: In your love, hear my voice, O Lord; * give me life by your decrees. (Psalm 118:149)

f) | [ T — , , | |

I I I I I I I Y I
O E¢
:)v T T ] T _i_dl_ I - i T

1 1
1 1 y 1 | | | 1
By giv - ing birth she raised up the dead from en - tomb - - - ment
.@ s h | |
! ! * d—’—P—J—O—F—P—' 2,
ANV 1 1 1 1 1 1
3] T ' ' T [ | |

yet she her - self lies en - tombed - - now.

Cantor: Those who harm me unjustly draw near; * they are far from your law. (Psalm 118:150)
o) | [——— . . | |

I I I I I I I Y I
:)v I I ) I _i_él_ ; - a I I

1
I I y I | | | I
Where, Vir-gin, are you go - - - ing?" her loved one and de - fen - - - der
o) I\ ! !
# ' ' < 13 1 I
ANV 1 I I 1 1 -
g | |

calls out as son to mo - - - ther.

16



Cantor: Butyou, O Lord, are close, * your commands are truth. (Psalm 118:151)
” . ! T T T i i ! h ! o
A3 T ) T ___!L__GL___ - T T
[3) ! 4 I [ [ I T

You, who are God's Mo -

- - ther,

with joy - ful heart now en - - -

\EEE

in - to your Son's

joy - ous

pres -

- - ¢€nce.

Cantor: Numberless, Lord, are your mercies; * with your decrees give me life. (Psalm 118:156)
g . | = -
ANV 1 1] 1 = ) 1 1
[3) ! 4 I V1 [ T
Take me as your child - day, O Vir-gin, as you are raised up
o) \ | |
ﬁ ' ' - 13 1 I
ANV 1 I I 1 1 1 -
o T T ' l | | |
to be with your di - vine Son.
Cantor: [ take delight in your promise * like one who finds a treasure. (Psalm 118:162)
) | e s e e e e —
\Q_)\I I I 1] I _Lé_ 1] 1] | I I
To hea-ven you are ta - - - ken, and with your Son are now liv - - - ing:
) A : :
#Q—P—P—p- iJ_'_d_'_F_'_l
ANV 1 I I 1 1 1 GI
3| I 1 T I | | |
le¢t me be al - - - so ta- - - - ken
Cantor: The lovers of your law have great peace; * they never stumble. (Psalm 118:165)
o) | A . . | N | o
1 I\’ 1 1 I I 1 ’\\ 1 1 1 g
ANV 1 1 ) 1 ) - 1 1 ] 1
Q) I I I | T I
To - ge - ther with the hea-ven-ly hosts, may we now stand to glo - 1 - fy
o) | [—

|
1
1
(7]

the one who stood

at

the Cross

| m—

in pain.
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Cantor: [ await your saving help, O Lord, * I fulfill your commands. (Psalm 118:166)
) . | T s
o—F——— i —f= |

Geth-se - me-ne, be joy - - - full Count-less hosts of hea - - - ven
5 h : :
#@ ] ! i iJ—P—d—'—F—P—' z
N | —
des-cend now with the Mas - - - ter

Cantor: My soul obeys your will * and loves it dearly. (Psalm 118:167)

I I I I t t I K—1
AR R e |

Be ju - bi-lant, be joy - - - ful, O choir of Dis-ci - - - ples,
) A : :
ANV 1 1 1 - 1 1 r GI
'y ' ' I [ | |

and be-hold the Lord in glo - - - - ry!

Cantor: 1 obey your precepts and your will; * all that I do is before you. (Psalm 118:168)
o) | — e . . |

: ' ' ] I I ' — P —
Jg 7 ' R — .
Once more God de - scends! To-day, let all cre-a - - - - tion

Cié{
N
\HEN

be - hold Him and make mer - - - r1V.

Cantor: Lord, let my cry come before you; * teach me by your word. (Psalm 118:169)

: | =t ———
ANV 1 ) 1 1] - 1 1 1
oJ ! 4 ' 4 | - |

May we all lis - ten this day to God as he is spea - - - king
o) N\ |

1\ 1 I
ANV 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
' | I I —
with his spot - - - less Mo - - - ther.
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Cantor: Let my pleading come before you; * save me by your promise. (Psalm 118:170)

s | I I I i i | i\\ | o
ANIY I I I _i_é_ . i i I
Q) 1 y 1 | | | 1

Come  now, sweet Mo - - - ther, and en - ter with re - joic - - - ing

o) A | A |

13} 1 13} 1
#ﬁ ] ] R S — R ——
ANV 1 1 1 1 1 1] 1 1
[3) ! ' ' ! [ 4 —
in - to your sweet-est Son's joy-ful pres - ence.
Cantor: Let my tongue sing your promise, * for your commands are just. (Psalm 118:172)
o) | = e . | |

I I I I I
0 I I T T -

Q) 1 Y 1 | | | 1

Let your eyes now be - hold your Son who comes to take you

o) A | |

1\ 1 1
z
o | —
to him - self, O Mo - - - - ther
Cantor: Let your hand be ready to help me, * since I have chosen your precepts. (Psalm 118:173)

g I = — : I "‘; — i —
ANIY I I I I _J_i_i_‘_i_r_p_r_ I
Py} I I % I | | | I

"I glo-ri-fy you, O my Son, and bow down and kneel in wor - - - ship

5 h : :

o ! - -
be - fore your ma - jes - - -tic glo - - - ry."
Cantor: Lord, I long for your saving help, * and your law is my delight. (Psalm 118:174)
o) | [— — . | N | o
1 1 1 I 1 I I 1 ’\\ 1 1 1 !
ANV 1 ) 1 = 1 1 ] 1

Q) I y I | T I

You, O Gar-den, have en - closed the Tree of Un-end - ing Life

o) N\ | |

1\ 1 I

ANV 1 1 1 1 1 2
| [ | |

which we  shall dis - cov - - - - er
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Cantor: Give life to my soul that I may praise you. * Let your decrees give me help. (Psalm 118:175)
o) | Ay A . | N | —
1 A N A 1 1 N 1 1 1
1 11 1 1 - 1 P ‘ H ﬁ F
A1V ] ] 1] ] 1/ ] 1 |74 ]
) T T ¥ T [ r ' T
O foun-tain from which streams of life pour forth, you are most won -drous-ly sealed
o) \ | |
A 1 I
ANV 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
' | I N —
with such great sweet - - - ness.

Cantor: [am lost like a sheep; seek your servant * for I remember your commands. (Psalm 118:176)
s | I I I i i | i\\ |
g =SS = |
"My lips shall sing the prais - - - ses of your Di-vine do - min - - - ion
.@ — h : :
1 1 . . ﬂl
ANV 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
'y I ' ' I [ | | |
my Son and Sov -  'reign God - - - head."
Cantor: Glory to the Father and to the Son * and to the Holy Spirit.
o) |  — — . | N | A
- 1 1 1 1 I 1 I\‘ 1 13 !
ANV 1 1 1] 1 _i_é_ - | ) | ) 1] 1 ] 1
I I I y y y T I
My God, who are Three Per - - - sons, Fa-ther, Son, and All-Ho-ly Spi - rit,
o) \ | |
ANV 1 1 1 1 1 1
Py I 1 T I | | |
up - on your world have mer - - - cy.
Cantor: Now and ever * and forever. Amen.
0 . | I I I i i | |‘\’ i\v | —
(5> . | e ™ e~ S R R B '—_F
T % I [ [ | T
Deem your ser-vants wor - - - thy to en-ter in-to the King - - dom
o) \ | |
I\) 1 I
SEES | [ z
of your Son, O Vir - - - - gin!

End of the Lamentations for the Theotokos
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